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“Statement by Alabama Clergymen Letters”
From this chapter, I have learnt that the eight Birmingham clergymen wrote Martin Luther King Jr. a letter to ask him to delay the upcoming demonstrations he had organized. The main aim of the letters was of the view that during the demonstrations, violence was likely to occur between the Negroes and non-negroes (Bass, 2001). King sent them a rejoinder letter opposing their request of delaying demonstrations which were to be held. In the South, they were highly acclaimed and glorified for being progressive religious leaders who denounced the occurrence of violence. Conversely, segregationists hated the eight clergymen as at some point in January 1963; the religious leaders signed a letter against Gov. George Wallace’s segregation rhetoric deemed harsh. 
I understand the standpoint of the eight clergymen in their need to ensure that violence was not instigated between the people during the demonstration but then the issue of racial equality was one of concern too. It was right to hold a procession in a manner which would not lead fights thus tainting the motive of demonstrations. Therefore, there was a need for everyone to be cognizant of engaging in peaceful demonstrations while addressing the vital issues beforehand. The letter written to Martin Luther King Jr. by the eight clergymen was one of the letters which emphasized the need for shunning violence which may be caused due to demonstrations of racial equality.
a) Were the eight clergymen right to write letters to different individuals telling them of the need to loathe stances which would result in violence?
b) Were the religious leaders against the demonstrations which were to be spearheaded by Martin Luther King Jr.?
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